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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBE RSH IP  CHAIR M AN'S  REPORT 

January,  1987  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

•applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  March 
1,  1987,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2208-MT  Donald  S.  Yarab,  360  Matthews  Road,  Boardman,  Ohio  44512 

(Eastern  Europe,  Polish  & Slovakian,  Portuguese  India, 

Goa) 

2209-MT  Peter  Mengert,  812  Memorial  Drive,  A 1608,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

02139  --  (Ancients) 

2210  James  L.  Hale,  2636  Via  Valencia,  Carrollton,  Texas  75006 

2211  Donna  F.  Knight,  4832  Five  Forks,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70817 

2212  Patrick  Nouchy,  40,  Avenue  Des  Camel i as,  Pylo  Sur  Mer  33115, 
France  --  (Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

2213  Barbara  A.  Teasley,  P.  0.  Box  760382,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73176 
(Research  and  Classification) 

2214  Steven  B.  Dunning,  P.  0.  Box  408,  Mercer  Island,  Wash.  98040 
(Southeast  Asia,  European  Colonials) 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS: 

Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years  standing  upon 
applications  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 


***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation 


Preference  of  Use 


ABART,  Gerda 
ABART,  Roll  and 
AL-SHAKER,  Salem 
B0RK0WSKI,  Kenneth 
BREKKE , B.  F. 
BRUCK,  Fred 
CARMACK,  David 
COLES,  Peter  J. 
K00NTZ,  Donald 
PANISH,  Charles  K. 
THORNTON,  Robert 
TILL,  Frank  L. 


$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$4.50  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


***** 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library 

Wolfgang  Bertsch 

MACEDONIAN  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  ASSN,  Macedoniae  acta  archaelogica.  Vol. 

6.  Pub.  1983,  166pp,  i 1 1 us . (Yugoslavian  text  with  English  sum- 
maries.) Contains  two  articles  relating  to  Illyrian  drachmas  and 
a Venetian  medieval  hoard  from  Ohrid. 

John  S.  Davenport 

DAVENPORT,  JOHN  S.  The  Talers  or  Ecus  of  Alsace-Lorraine.  Pub. 

1986,  68pp,  ill  us.  A reprint  from  The  Numismatist. 

John  L.  Pieratt  and  Anton  Fox 

BRAUN,  ILSE  & ROLF.  Opium  Weights.  Poids  & Asie.  Pub.  1983,  240pp, 
illus.  (English  and  French  text.) 

Gordon  A.  Singer 

ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCE,  LENINGRAD.  Numismatics  and  Epigraphy.  Vol.  13. 
(Russian  text.)  A series  of  articles  on  numismatics.  Pub.  1980, 
143pp,  w/plates. 

Vladimir  Suchy 

S0K0L0VIA,  I.  V.  Coins  and  Seal  of  Byzantine  Khersoners.  (Russian 
text.)  Pub.  1983,  175pp,  w/plates. 

II.  There  is  a bit  of  humor  in  writing  these  monthly  reports.  For 
those  of  you  not  familiar  with  publishing  time-tables,  as  you  read  this 
around  the  middle  of  January,  1987,  please  remember  that  I am  typing  it 
on  the  24th  of  November  last.  In  doing  so  I am  referring  to  the  Decem- 
ber article  I wrote  on  the  26th  of  October  that  isn't  even  out  yet  and 
wondering  why  I haven't  received  an  answer  to  my  query.  In  short  I am 
looking  at  an  article  that  isn't  even  mailed  and  wondering  what  I should 
say  in  an  article  that  isn't  even  printed.  It  seems  kind  of  ridiculous 
to  wish  you  all  a Happy  New  Year  in  November  even  before  I have  had  my 
Thanksgiving  turkey  (which  I hate  as  my  totem  is  the  hog)  but  that  is 
the  way  of  life.  My  best  to  you  all  and  I hope  that  the  Library  will 

be  able  to  serve  you  to  your  satisfaction  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  NOMINATIONS 


A ballot  is  included  with  the  mailing  of  this  month's  issue  for  each 
member  to  vote  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for  1986. 

The  Selection  Committee  has  chosen  a fine  list  of  nominees  and  it  is 
anticipated  once  again  that  the  balloting  will  be  very  close. 

Please  return  your  ballot  as  soon  as  possible.  The  winner  will  be 
announced  in  the  May,  1987  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 
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1 987  —88  OFFICERS  AND  STAFF  OF  N I ; See  the  inside  front  cover  of  this 
issue  for  an  update  on  the  new  officers  elected  recently  and  also  any 
changes  in  the  appointed  staff.  The  results  of  the  election  of  officers 
were  as  follows: 


President 

(167  votes) 
(1  vote) 

(1  vote) 


C.  C.  Andrews 
Ross  Schraeder 
Thomas  J.  Walker 


Vi ce-Presi dent 

(165  votes)  Robert  Richter 
(1  vote)  Gerry  Kammer 
(1  vote)  Ross  Schraeder 


Secretary 

(130  votes)  Ross  Schraeder 
( 42  votes)  Raymond  Whyborn 


Treasurer 

(167  votes)  Charles  Muchmore 


Directors-at-Large  (2  elected) 


(129  votes) 
(114  votes) 
( 84  votes) 


Don  Douglas 
Lee  Grossman 
Don  Rubarts 


(1  vote)  Bill  Benson 
(1  vote)  Joseph  Boling 
(1  vote)  W.  F.  Spengler 


***** 


CECIL  WILBERT  MORRIS,  JR,,  NI  LM-17 

■ ■ ■ ,■  V ■:  ■■  - ■■  ■■  ■■■’,■.  ■ Y— r -v  — 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  must  report  the  death  of  our 
very  good  friend  Cecil  Wilbert  Morris,  Jr.  on  November  7, 

1986.  Born  in  North  Carolina  on  December  7,  1932,  he  was 
raised  and  schooled  there  until  entering  the  U.S.  Air  Force, 

He  was  transferred  to  Tinker  Air  Borce  Base,  Oklahoma  in 
1964.  After  spending  14  years  in  the  service,  he  retired 
to  become  the  largest  and  best  known  foreign  coin  dealer  in 
Oklahoma,  operating  under  the  name  of  Wilbert's  World  Coins. 
His  tour  of  duty  in  the  Azores  ignited  his  appreciation  for 
coins  of  the  Iberian  Peninsula,  but  he  also  enjoyed  the  many 
shooting  thalers  in  his  collection.  He  was  an  active  partic- 
ipant in  many  coin  shows  in  this  region  and  conducted  auc- 
tions and  mail  bid  sales.  He  was  a member  of  the  Oklahoma 
City  Coin  Club,  two  Portuguese  numismatic  associations,  and 
many  others.  He  was  Life  Member  No.  8,  an  officer  and  di- 
rector of  the  Oklahoma  Numismatic  Association.  He  was  very 
active  in  N.I.,  being  Life  Member  No.  17,  and  one  of  the 
leading  dealers  at  N.I.C.E. 

He  will  be  missed  by  friends,  collectors  and  dealers,  not 
only  for  his  honesty  and  integrity,  but  for  his  willingness 
to  share  his  vast  knowledge  of  the  origin  and  history  of 
most  world  coins  with  a beginning  collector  as  well  as  a 
dealer  or  advanced  numismatist. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Beth,  a sister,  a son  and 
daughter,  and  two  grandchildren,  to  whom  our  most  sincere 
regrets  and  condolences  are  directed. 

(William  B.  Thompson,  President) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays;  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or  bet 

ter  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete.  C^ 

= Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

ECUADOR:  Y27  - 1897,  1915;  Y36  - C;  Y38  - C;  Y40  - C;  Y42  - C;  Y44  - C 

Y45  - C;  Y46  - C;  Y51  - C;  Y51a  - 1942;  Y51b  - C;  Y52a  - C;  Y52b  - C; 

Y52c  - CX  (1972);  Y53  - C;  Y53a  - 1944;  Y53b  - C;  Y53c  - CX  (1969); 

Y54  - C;  Y54a  - C;  Y54b  - C;  Y54c  - 1964;  Y55  - C;  Y56  - C;  Y57  - 1963. 


EGYPT:  C162a  - Y4.  31 : Y2  - Y4.  5,  9,  10;  Y3  - Yr.  5,  10;  Y3a  - Yr.  9; 
Y6  - Yr.  12;  Y12  - Yr.  26,  29;  Y13  - Yr.  12;  Y14  - Yr.  27,  28,  33; 

Y 1 5 - Yr.  10,  35;  Y16  - Yr.  10,  11,  27,  29;  Y17  - Yr.  30;  Y18  - Yr.  10, 

27;  Y18a  - Yr.  5;  Y19  - Yr.  20,  29;  Y20  - Yr.  30:  Y23  - Yr.  6;  Y24  - 

Yr.  2,  4,  6;  Y25  - Yr.  2;  Y26  - Yr.  6;  Y28  - Yr.  4;  Y29  - Yr.  3;  Y31  - 

Yr.  6;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - 1917H;  Y37  - CX  (1916H);  Y38  - CX  (1916, 

1917);  Y39  - CX  (1916);  Y40  - C;  Y41  - 1917;  Y47  - C;  Y50  - C;  Y60  - 
1932;  Y61  - CX  (1933);  Y62  - C;  Y63  - C;  Y64  - CX  (1933);  Y65  - 1929; 
Y66  - C;  Y67  - 1933;  Y74  - C;  Y75  - CX  (1947);  Y77  - C;  Y78  - C;  Y79  - 

C;  Y80  - C;  Y81  - C;  Y82  - C;  Y83  - 1937;  Y84  - 1939;  Y87  - C;  Y92  - 

1373;  Y93a  - 1376;  Y94a  - 1957,  1958;  Y97  - C;  Y98  - C;  Ylll  - C; 

Y 11 2 - C;  Y 1 1 3 - 1960;  Yll 3a  - C;  YAH 3 - 1960;  YA1 1 3a  - C;  Y115  - C; 

Y117  - C;  Y 1 1 8 - C7T119  - C;  Y120  - C;  Y123  - C;  Y124  - C;  Y128  - C; 

Y129  - C;  Y 1 32  - C;  Y1 33  - C;  Y1 33a  - C. 

*★*•*•★★*  **■*■★  ★★★***  ★★**★★★*★**★★★*★***★★******★★*★★*★**•*■•*■**★***■*'■*'★★★*'*■** 


BULG ARIAN  COINS  MISSING  FROM  MUSEUM 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell s Lincoln 3 Nebraska j NI  #LM-12 

Collectors  of  medieval  and  classical  coins  from  the  Balkans  may  be 
interested  in  the  following  report  in  the  London  Times  of  Sept.  20, 
1986.  It  indicated  that  some  12,000  ancient  seals  and  coins  of  gold, 
silver  and  bronze,  including  the  seal  in  silver  (unique)  of  the  Tsar 
Ivan  Alexander  1331-71,  have  vanished  from  the  State  Museum  in  Plovdiv 
over  the  past  ten  years.  Many  coins  have  since  surfaced  in  New  York. 
Like  many  countries  today,  the  borders  of  Bulgaria  are  closed  against 
the  export  of  antiquities. 

Bulgaria  is  a particularly  rich  field,  for  prior  to  World  War  II  rela- 
tively little  excavation  work  had  been  done  there.  Since  then  the 
communist  government  has  sponsored  innumerable  archaeological  digs 
with  very  rich  results. 

The  discovery  that  the  coins  were  missing  came  about  because  a Western 
expert  wished  to  see  some  gold  coins  found  on  a dig  in  Malko  Topoliva 
village.  The  original  coins  had  been  replaced  by  lead  fakes  and  later 
appeared  in  New  York.  The  direction  of  the  museum  has  been  tried  for 
mismanagement  and  fined  $37,000  in  levas. 
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CURSORY  OVERVIEW  OF  COL- 
LECTIBLE POLISH  MILITARY 

DECORATIONS 

Arthur  J.  Majewski , Detroit,  Michigan,  NI  # 1166 

Apparently  the  squirrel  instinct  for  gathering  objects  is  also  part 
of  human  nature.  From  collecting  marbles,  where  the  type  is  rather 
immaterial,  a young  boy  progresses  to  baseball  cards  where  dupli- 
cates are  traded  for  different  cards.  Later  the  boy  moves  into  the 
accumulation  of  postage  stamps,  and  eventually  he  develops  into  a 
coin  collector.  Subsequently,  the  lucky  few,  endowed  with  a sense 
of  history  and  adventure,  become  assemblers  of  artifacts  of  past 
heroism  and  national  contributions.  They  become  collectors  of 
military  decorations,  a branch  of  numismatics.  The  last  category  is 
the  aristocracy  of  the  numismatists,  because  the  collector  is  not 
primarily  concerned  with  the  monetary  value  of  the  item,  but  with  the 
deeds  that  inspired  the  earning  thereof. 

Before  proceeding  to  a more  detailed  discussion  of  Polish  military 
decorations,  two  points  on  the  subject  should  be  discussed.  First, 
there  appears  to  be  a reciprocal  international  respect  for  the  decor- 
ations of  all  other  nations.  Thus,  it  appears  to  be  a crime  to  wear 
the  insignia  of  this  type  without  authorization,  no  matter  in  which 
country  it  is  worn.  And  second,  in  most  European  countries,  a soldier 
is  not  given  a "medal",  but  a diploma  granting  him  the  right  to  wear 
it.  The  medal  itself  has  to  be  purchased  by  the  soldier.  To  Ameri- 
cans this  situation  is  difficult  to  envision. 

Military  decorations  and  awards  of  merit  are  divided  into  three  types: 
orders,  crosses  and  medals.  Although  the  distinctions  are  somewhat 
loose,  there  are  fundamental  differences. 

ORDERS . All  recepients  of  this  distinction  are  entered  in  a dis- 
tinct but  rather  informal  society.  Usually  orders  rank  higher  than 
crosses  and  medals,  and  are  granted  to  reward  the  most  revered  and 
respected  deeds,  both  military  and  civil,  of  that  national  interest. 

In  inter-war  Poland,  the  Orders  were:  Order  of  the  White  Eagle, 

Order  of  Virtuti  Militari  and  Order  of  Polonia  Restituta.  Addi- 
tionally recognized,  but  in  a dormant  state,  were:  Order  of  Saint 

Stanislaus  and  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Present  day  People's 
Republic  of  Poland  recognizes:  Order  of  the  Builders  of  the 
Polish  People’s  Republic,  Order  of  Virtuti  Militari,  Order  of  Po- 
lonia Restituta  and  Order  of  the  Labor  Banner. 

CROSSES  . These  are  ordinarily  awarded  for  military  activities.  How- 
ever, not  all  awards  in  cross  form  are  considered  "crosses".  For 
example,  although  in  cross  form,  the  Cross  of  Merit  of  the  Central 
Lithuanian  Armies  is  regarded  as  a medal.  Further,  although  in  cross 
form,  and  unless  crossed  swords  are  suspended  between  the  ribbon  and 
the  badge,  the  Cross  of  Merit  is  a civilian  award.  Among  the  cros- 
ses awarded  by  Poland  during  the  inter-war  period  were:  Independence 
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Cross,  Cross  of  Valor,  Cross  of  Merit  and  Cross  of  Merit  for  bravery. 
The  People's  Republic  of  Poland  granted  the  following  crosses:  Cross 
of  Valor;  Cross  of  Merit;  Silesian  Uprising  Cross  (siaski  Krzyz  Pow- 
Stanczy);  Great  Poland  Uprising  (wielkopolski  Krzyz  Powstanczy) ; Grun- 
wald  Cross,  and  the  Partisan's  Cross. 

MEDALS.  Although  medals,  like  crosses,  are  ordinarily  awarded  for 
contributions  to  the  state,  both  military  and  civilian,  the  stress  is 
slightly  less  on  the  military.  After  World  War  I,  independent  Po- 
land issued  the  following  medals:  Independence  Medal;  Memorial  Medal 
for  the  War  of  1918-21;  Medal  Commemorating  the  Tenth  Anniversary  of 
the  Restoration  of  Independence;  Monte Cassino  and  various  other 
service  medals  (10  Year  Service  Medal,  20  Year  Service  Medal,  Army 
Service  Medal,  Air  Force  Service  Medal,  Navy  Service  Medal,  Merchant 
Marine  Service  Medal).  Medals  issued  by  the  People's  Republic  of 
Poland  include:  Warsaw  Medal,  Odra,  Nysa  and  Baltic  Medal;  Victory 

and  Freedom  Medal;  Medal  of  the  Worthy  on  the  Field  of  Battle-Lenino; 
Medal  of  the  Worthy  on  the  Field  of  Battle-1944;  Medal  for  Your 
Freedom  and  Ours;  Medal  for  Sacrifice  and  Bravery;  25  and  50  Year 
Marriage  Medals;  and  the  various  service  medals:  for  5,  10,  15  and 
25  Years  of  Service. 


CLASSES 


Orders  are  usually  divided  into  classes,  from  first  class  to  fifth. 
The  Order  of  the  White  Eagle  has  but  one  class.  Virtuti  Mi  1 i tari  has 
five  classes.  The  Order  of  Polonia  Restituta  also  has  five.  Within 
the  order  array  of  the  People's  Republic  of  Poland  we  find:  The  Order 
of  the  Builders  of  the  People's  Republic  of  Poland  has  one  class; 

The  Order  of  Virtuti  Mi li tari  has  five  classes  as  has  the  Order  of 
Polonia  Restituta;  and  the  Order  of  the  Labor  Banner  has  two  classes. 

Classes  are  also  used  in  crosses  and  medals.  We  thus  find  inter-war 
Poland  and  the  Polish  People's  Republic  issuing  the  Cross  of  Merit  in 
three  classes.  And  the  People's  Republic  divided  both  the  Medal  of 
the  Worthy  on  the  Field  of  Battle-Lenino  and  the  Medal  of  the  Worthy 
on  the  Field  of  Battle-1944  also  in  three  classes. 


Where  the  decoration  is  divided  into  five  classes  we  ordinarily  find: 


First  Class: 

Second  Class: 

Third  Class: 
Fourth  Class: 
Fifth  Class: 


Four  inch  wide  shoulder  ribbon  in  the  colors  of  the 
decoration  together  with  the  badge  of  the  Order  worn 
below  the  hip  and  the  star  of  the  Order  on  the  chest. 

A neck  ribbon  two  inches  wide  in  the  colors  of  the 
decoration  with  the  badge  hanging  from  the  ribbon. 

The  Order's  star  is  worn  on  the  chest. 

A neck  ribbon  two  inches  wide  in  the  colors  of  the 
decoration  with  the  badge  hanging  from  the  ribbon. 

The  badge  of  the  Order  worn  on  the  left  breast  with 
a rosette  on  the  ribbon. 

Badge  of  the  Order  worn  on  the  left  breast  on  plain 
ri bbon . 


Where  the  decoration  is  divided  into  three  classes,  we  usually  find: 


First  Class:  The  badge  is  gold  in  color. 

Second  Class:  The  badge  is  silver  in  color. 
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Third  Class:  The  badge  is  bronze  in  color. 

PRECEDENCE  SEQUENCE 
OF  POLISH  DECORATIONS 

When  decorations  are  worn,  there  is  a prescribed  order  for  their  wear. 
The  most  important  is  worn  on  the  left  and  all  lesser  ones  follow  to 
the  right.  The  prescribed  order  is  as  follows:  Order  of  the  White 
Eagle;  Order  of  Virtuti  Militari;  Order  of  Polonia  Restituta;  Indepen- 
dence Cross  and  Medal;  Cross  of  Valor  1920;  Cross  of  Valor  1939; 

Cross  of  Merit;  Memorial  Medal  for  the  War  of  1918-21;  Monte  Cassino; 
Service  Medals;  Warsaw  Medal;  Odra,  Nysa  and  Baltic  Medals;  and  the 
Partisans  Cross. 

CLARIFICATION  OF  DESIGNS  AND  FEATURES 
APPEARING  ON  POLISH  DECORATIONS 

Not  all  awards  are  accompanied  by  a ribbon  or  a sash.  These  are  re- 
ferred to  as  pin-backs.  Examples  of  pin-backs  are:  Cross  for  the 
Expulsion  of  Germans  (World  War  I);  Badge  of  Merit  for  the  Liberation 
of  Lwow,  1918-19;  Badge  for  the  Liberation  of  Wilno,  1919. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  other  types  of  ribboned  awards. 
Examples  of  these  are:  Red  Cross  Medal  and  Cross;  Prisoner  of  War 

Medals;  Border  Guard  Medals. 

When  a "gold  medal"  or  "silver  medal"  in  the  military  is  mentioned, 
what  is  really  meant  is  a gold  or  silver  colored  medal. 

Recognition  of  war  wounds  differs  from  that  accorded  in  the  United 
States  Army.  Instead  of  a Purple  Heart  Medal,  the  wounded  Pole  is 
given  a campaign  bar  with  the  Virtuti  Militari  color  running  horizont- 
ally with  small  stars  thereon. 

Another  European  custom  not  encountered  in  the  United  States  is  that 
of  wearing  lapel  ribbons.  Civilians  thus  can  display  military  recog- 
nitions on  their  street  attire.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  miniature 
medals  which  also  can  and  are  at  times  worn  in  America. 

The  significance  of  a metal  bar  or  bars  across  the  ribbon  of  a decor- 
ation is  that  for  each  bar  the  same  medal  was  awarded  the  wearer. 

Three  is  the  limit  of  such  bars.  After  three  bars,  any  subsequent 
granting  of  an  identical  decoration  necessitates  the  bestowal  of  the 
next  higher  award.  Metal  crossed  swords  between  the  ribbon  and  metal 
signifies  that  it  is  granted  for  military  deeds. 

The  Polish  Air  Force  Service  Medal  presents  an  interesting  feature. 

A four-boxed  checkerboard  square  with  each  box  containing  one  of  the 
Polish  national  colors  (red  and  white)  is  the  insignia  of  the  Air  Force. 
If  the  upper  left  hand  corner  is  red,  the  service  was  in  time  of  war. 

If  the  color  is  white,  it  was  a peacetime  award. 

In  addition  to  the  awards,  there  is  an  abundance  of  military  devices 
to  please  any  collector  of  memorabilia.  In  this  category  we  find 
regimental  badges,  buttons,  air  force  wings,  high  command  insignia, 
and  other  sundry  artifacts. 

However,  the  most  fascinating  feature  in  this  area  are  the  historical 
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items.  Among  these  are: 

1.  During  the  partitions  of  Poland,  Russia  assumed  all  the  high  awards 
of  Poland.  Thus  we  find  Russian  Orders  of  the  White  Eagle,  Russian 
Orders  of  Saint  Stanislaus  and  Russian  Orders  of  Virtuti  Militari. 
And  these  were  ranked  among  the  highest  of  the  Czarist  awards.  In- 
terestingly, in  this  writer's  collection  is  a Russian  Order  of  Vir- 
tuti Militari  for  the  quelling  of  the  Polish  Revolution  of  1831! 

2.  Russia  also  issued  a medal  for  the  quelling  of  the  Polish  Revolu- 
tion of  1864.  During  World  War  II,  Russia  also  granted  medals  for 
the  Liberation  of  Warsaw.  And  interestingly,  a medal  was  issued  to 
Polish  troops  for  the  taking  of  Berlin.  Poles  were  the  only  fo- 
eign  troops  permitted  to  fight  alongside  the  Russians  in  this  bat- 
tle against  the  Germans. 

From  the  old  Austrian  monarchy,  a commemorative  one  hundredth  anniver- 
sary medal  of  the  Polish  Constitution  of  the  Third  of  May  can  be  ac- 
quired for  the  Polish  collection.  It  is  rather  intriguinq  that  the 
Austrian  monarchy  should  honor  such  a democratic  document. 

The  origin  and  rationale  of  some  medals  is  lost  in  the  pages  of  his- 
tory. For  example,  the  writer  has  in  his  collection  a medal  which 
displays  an  uncrowned  Polish  eagle  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has 
Boze  zbaw  Polske/Niech  Zyje  Polska/1917  ( God  save  Poland/Let  Poland 
live/1917).  The  medal  is  suspended  from  a red  ribbon  with  three 
vertical  narrow  light  blue  stripes,  one  on  each  edge  and  the  third 
stripe  in  the  middle.  A large  gold  "J"  is  attached  to  the  ribbon. 

There  are  miscellaneous  veterans  medals.  Probably  the  most  interes- 
ting of  these  is  the  one  where  Poland  honors  her  sons  from  America 
fighting  for  Poland  in  World  War  I. 

Finally  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile  after  World  War  II  issued  three 
Skarb  Narodowy  Medals,  in  gold,  silver  and  bronze.  These  were  issued 
for  helping  maintain  this  government  in  exile. 

In  conclusion,  the  accumulation  of  military  artifacts  and  awards  for 
courage  does  add  blood  of  human  history  and  augments  numismatic  in- 
terest beyond  the  prosaic  limitations  imposed  by  the  collection  of 
mere  coins. 

********************************************************************* 


HADRIAN'S  ARRIVAL  IN  AFRICA 


fice  offered  to  the  gods  for  so 


A gold  aureus  of  Hadrian  shows  on 
its  reverse  the  emperor  and  a per- 
sonification of  Africa  sacrificing 
at  a tripod.  The  inscription 
"ADVENTVI  AVG  AFRICAE"  refers  to 
the  emperor's  arrival  (adventus) 
in  the  Roman  province  of  Africa. 
When  he  arrived,  there  was  a sacri- 
great  a blessing  as  this  event. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  CHINA  INLAND  MISSION  & ITS  CURRENCY 


Raymond  J.  Hebert,  Rockville,  Maryland 

The  nineteenth  century  favored  the  spread  of  Christianity  over  the 
globe.  In  large  measure,  this  was  due  to  revivals  which  began  in  the 
eighteenth  century  and  continued  into  the  nineteenth  century.  These 
revivals  occurred  among  Catholics J but  especially  among  Protestants. 
This  was  true  among  the  latter  to  such  an  extent  that  "in  some  respects 
the  nineteenth  century  was  pre-eminently  the  Protestant  century. "2 

As  a result  of  these  revivals,  many  attempts  were  made  to  carry  out 
the  Great  Commission  in  China.  The  most  ambitious  of  these  attempts 
were  made  by  James  Hudson  Taylor  (1832-1905)3  and  his  China  Inland 
Mission. 4 


In  1853,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
Taylor  was  appointed  to  China  by 
the  Chinese  Evangelization  Society. 
A few  years  later  he  resigned  from 
that  organization  depending  on 
God  alone  for  his  needs. 

Two  Old  Testament  phrases  which 
were  later  to  become  central  to 
the  China  Inland  Mission  became 
his  watchwords,  Jehovah  Hireh, 

"the  Lord  will  provide",  and 
Ebenezer , with  its  suggestion  of 
assurance,  "hi therto  hath  the  Lord 
helped  us." 

In  1860  ill  health  forced  him  to 
return  to  his  home  in  England. 

It  appeared  his  dream  was  not  to 
come  to  fruition.  But  his  faith 
remained.  Taylor  completed  a 
medical  degree  in  1862  and  also 
worked  on  a translation  of  the 
New  Testament  into  the  Ningpo 
dialect  of  Chinese. 

In  1865  the  China  Inland  Mission 
(in  Chinese,  Nei  Ti  Hui)  was  or- 
ganized with  the  intention  to  use 
Ningpo  as  a pied-a-terre  and  from 
there  to  press  into  uncharted 
territory . 


) V 7 f T.  ON*  II  A L F 1’  E N N Y . 

Cover  of  Occasional  Paper 

with  the  words  Ebenezer 
and  Jehovah-Jireh. 


The  main  purpose  of  the  China  Inland  Mission  was  not  to  win  converts 
or  to  build  a Chinese  Church,  but  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the 
Christian  Gospel  throughout  the  Empire  as  quickly  as  possible. 


This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  successes  or  failures  of  the  China 
Inland  Mission  except  to  say  that  in  1905,  the  year  that  Taylor  died 
in  Changsha,  the  capital  of  Hunan,  which  had  been  the  most  resistant 
of  the  provinces  to  the  entrance  to  Christian  missionaries,  the  China 
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Inland  Mission  had  four  years 
earlier  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing a center  there. 

We  can  add  that  in  the  settle- 
ment which  followed  the  Boxer 
uprising  (1899-1900)  when  in- 
demnities were  paid  to  both 
Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  its 
foreign  staff  had  suffered  more 
than  any  other  Protestant  or- 
ganization, the  China  Inland 
Mission  adopted  the  settled 
policy  of  not  accepting  compen- 
sation even  if  offered  in  order 
to  show  to  the  Chinese  "the 
meekness  and  gentleness  of 
Christ" . 

The  China  Inland  Mission  con- 
tinued to  grow  to  the  extent 
that  in  1936  it  had  23  percent 
of  all  foreign  missionaries  in 
China.  Furthermore,  after  the 
exodus  of  foreigners  caused  by 
the  Japanese  invasion  of  1937, 
a smaller  percentage  of  its 
staff  left  than  did  other  major 
societies . 


Gospel  tract 3 with  large  An  interesting  numismatic 
character  for  " happiness " feature  of  the  China  Inland 

Mission  was  its  inhouse  use  of 
currency  restricted  to  redemption  by  members  of  its  staff.  Illustrated 
below  is  the  one  dollar  note  No.  5461. 
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This  note  is  signed  by  W.  Hudson  Broomhall,  Treasurer.  There  also 
exists  a five  dollar  note  No.  6392  signed  by  James  Hayward,  Assistant 
Treasurer.  This  is  also  illustrated  below. 


The  notes  were  printed  by  the  Oriental  Press  of  Shanghai  which  was,  I 
believe,  an  arm  of  the  China  Inland  Mission.  The  one  dollar  note  is 
blue/blue  and  measures  111  x 176  mm. 

The  China  Inland  Mission  is,  I think,  unique  among  Chinese  private 
note  issuers,  and  helps  us  to  remember  a time  in  this  country  and  in 
Great  Britain  when  it  was  the  fashion  to  pass  the  collection  plate 
for  the  foreign  missions  and  to  pray  for  the  speedy  conversion  of  the 
"heathen  Chinese." 


Notes 

1 - I have  already  touched  upon  Roman  Catholicism  in  China  in  my  paper 

"Four  More  Chinese  Devotional  Medals"  in  NI  BULLETIN  19:10  (October 
1985)  pps.  307-310. 

2 - For  the  role  of  missions  in  China,  see  especially  chapter  V,  K.  S. 

Latourette , The  Great  Century  in  Northern  Africa  and  in  Asia  (New 
York:  Harper  & Brox.  1944). 

3 - On  Taylor's  life  the  following  are  important:  J.  Hudson  Taylor, 

A Retrospect  (Philadelphia,  China  Inland  Mission,  no  date,  3d  ed., 
pp.  136);  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Taylor,  Hudson  Taylor  in  Early  Years, 
The  Growth  of  a Soul  (Philadelphia,  China  Inland  Mission,  1912, 
pp.  xxi , 488);  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Taylor,  Hudson  Taylor  and  the 
China  Inland  Mission.  The  Growth  of  a Work  of  God  (London,  China 
Inland  Mission,  1919,  pp.  xi , 640);  Marshall  Broomhall,  Hudson 
Taylor  (London,  The  China  Inland  Mission,  1929,  pp.  xii,  244); 
Marshall  Broomhall,  Hudson  Taylor's  Legacy.  A series  of  Meditations 
(London,  The  China  Inland  Mission,  1931,  pp,  xiv,  166). 

4 - For  the  China  Inland  Mission  there  are  three  comprehensive,  well- 

written  semi-official  histories,  prepared  at  different  stages  in 
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the  development  of  the  enterprise;  M.  Geraldine  Guinness,  The 
Story  of  the  China  Inland  Mission  (London,  Morgan  and  Scott,  2 
vols.,  3d  ed.  , 1894);  F.  Howard  Taylor,  These  Forty  Years.  A 
Short  History  of  the  China  Inland  Mission  (Philadelphia,  China 
Inland  Mission,  1903,  pp.  435);  and  Marshall  Broomhall , The 
Jubilee  Story  of  the  China  Inland  Mission  (London,  Morgan  and 
Scott,  1915,  pp.  xvi  , 386). 

********************************************************************** 


"LI BERTAS  RESTITIVTA" 


On  a sestertius  of  the  Emperor  Galba, 
the  restoration  of  liberty  is  shown 
for  the  first  time.  The  legend 
"LIBERTAS  RESTITIVTA"  and  "S  C"  be- 
low is  around  a group  of  three  fig- 
ures. The  Emperor  is  represented 
standing  in  a toga,  and  raising  up 
a kneeling  female  figure,  while  a 
soldier  stands  behind  them.  The 
type  alludes  to  the  freedom  of  the 
Roman  people,  who  were  rescued  from 
total  destruction  by  the  death  of 
Nero,  and  the  accession  of  Galba. 


The  Emperor  Hadrian  used  the  same  legend  on  a sestertius  which  refer- 
red to  his  restoration  of  the  provinces.  On  Hadrian's  coins  we  see 
the  Emperor  seated  on  an  estrade,  below  a woman  is  standing  offering 
in  her  left  hand  a child  to  the  Emperor. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 
THE  SACRED  BIRD  OF  APOLLO 


The  ancient  Romans  believed  that  the  crow  was  the 
sacred  bird  of  Apollo,  the  son  of  Jupiter  and  Latona. 
The  bird  can  be  found  on  coins  of  Vitellius,  to  ex- 
press his  advancement  to  the  highest  dignities  of 
the  sacred  orders.  The  obverse  of  the  denarii  has 
the  laureated  head  of  Vitellius  to  the  right,  with 
the  legend  "A  VITELLIVS  GERM  IMP  AVG  TR  P".  The 
reverse  has  "XVVIR  SACRFAC"  for  "Quindecimviri 
Sacris  Faciundis".  In  the  center  is  a covered  tripod  with  the  crow 
sitting  between  its  legs  and  a dolphin  above  it.  The  coins  were  struck 
either  before  Vitellius  entered  upon  the  office  of  "Pontifex  Maximus" 
or  immediately  afterwards.  He  probably  had  them  struck  to  proclaim 
his  elevation  to  the  first  office  in  the  priesthood.  Vespasian  and 
Titus  did  likewise,  though  already  "Pontifices  Maximi"  and  declared 
themselves  publicly  as  "Augurs"  (priests  professed  to  predict  future 
events  by  signs  and  prodigies)  on  their  coins.  The  crow  can  be  found 
on  coins  of  several  other  emperors , to  profess  Apollo,  beside  those 
already  mentioned. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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HOW  TO  DIFFERENTIATE  THE  EGYPTIAN  MEDINIS  OF 


AHMED  I AND  AHMED  III 


Jurgen  Mikeska,  Fr i e dr i chs dor f /TS  , W.  Germany,  NI-LM23 


A while  back  I purchased  a hoard  of  17th  century  Egyptian  silver  Me- 
dinis  which  was  of  special  interest  in  that  it  contained  a large 
number  of  coins  of  Ahmed  III.  Medinis  are  usually  difficult  to 
impossible  to  identify  as  they  are  uniformly  wretchedly  made.  The 
planchets  for  these  coins  are  thick  in  the  middle  and  consequently 

the  edges  are  often  not  struck  up.  As  the  name  of  the  Sultan  is  in 

the  middle,  it's  often  possible  to  read  his  name,  though  accession 
dates  are  often  not  visible.  This  being  the  base,  where  two  Sultans 

have  the  same  name,  there  might  be  some  difficulty  pinning  down  which 

one  issued  the  coin.  In  the  case,  for  example,  of  Muhammad  (Mehmet) 
III,  1003-12  (1594-1603  AD),  and  Muhammad  IV,  1058-99  AH  (1648-84  AD), 
the  coins  can  only  be  identified,  in  the  absence  of  the  accession  date, 
if  the  name  of  the  Sultan's  father  can  be  seen.  Muhammad  III  was  a 
son  of  Murad  III,  while  Muhammad  IV  was  a son  of  Ibrahim. 


Obverse  and  Reverse  of  a Medina,  of  Ahmed  I (2.5:1) 

To  further  complicate  things,  Ahmed  1,1012-26  AH  (1603-17)  and  Ahmed 
III,  1115-43  AH  (1703-30)  were  both  sons  of  a Muhammed;  Ahmed  I 
being  the  son  of  Muhammad  III  and  Ahmed  III  a son  of  Muhammad  IV. 
This  is  the  only  such  pair  in  the  centuries-long  list  of  Ottoman 
rulers . 


Obverse  and  Reverse  of  a Medini  of  Ahmed  III  (2:5*lx) 

In  the  rest  of  the  coins  of  these  Ahmeds  there  is  no  difficulty  dis- 
tinguishing who  made  what,  as  Ahmed  III  was  striking  coins  on  the  new 
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para  - kurus  system  inaugurated  by  Suleyman  II,  1099-1102  AH  (1687-91) 
to  bring  the  Ottoman  Empire  into  line  with  the  crown/taler  system  then 
current  in  Europe.  Ahmed  Ill's  coins,  even  his  akjes  and  paras,  are 
much  finer  than  those  of  his  ancestral  namesake.  Unfortunately  the 
Cairo  mint,  responding  to  a conservative  populace,  maintained  the  old 
standard,  striking  old  fashioned  medinis  in  the  good  old  nearly  il- 
legible style. 


Obverse  and  Reverse  of  Medini  of  Ahmed  III  (2. 5: lx) 

So  what  do  you  do  if  you  have  a medini  which  says  "Ahmed"  without 
"bin  Muhammed"  or  "bin  Ibrahim"?  Happily  there  are  calligraphy  vari- 
ations which  make  positive  identifications  possible,  even  if  this  is 
the  only  word  visible. 

On  coins  the  names  of  AHMED  I and  AHMED  III  look  like  this: 

((looks  like 
a line  on 
which  letters 
are  added) 


Inscriptions  would  look  something 
ten , and  in  full. 


<lrt 


like  that  below,  if  formally  writ- 


Mehmet  III , 
bin  Murad 


Mehmet  (IV) 
bin  Ibrahim 


Ahme  d ( I ) 
bin  Mehmet 


Ahmed  (ill) 
bin  Ibrahim 


***************************************************************** 


NUMBERED  COIN  DIES  OF  BRITISH  ROYAL  MINT 


Between  1863  and  1880,  the  British  Royal  Mint  conducted  an  experiment 
into  the  wear  of  coin  dies.  The  reverse  dies  of  the  gold  and  silver 
coins  were  numbered  with  the  exception  of  the  florin,  where  the  obverse 
dies  were  numbered  below  the  bust. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

No.  21  - ARTAVASDUS  (742-743) 

Artavasdus , strategus  of  the  Armeniakon  (Armenian)  Theme,  war.  the  other 
general  who  helped  Leo  III  overthrow  Theodosius  III,  thus  enabling  Leo 
to  become  emperor.  Probably  as  a result  of  this  he  gave  his  daughter 
Anna  to  him  in  marriage  and  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  Count  of  the  Op- 
sikions  (Byzantine  titles  are  complex  and  need  a study  in  themselves, 
and  for  them  there  is  no  adequate  translation  in  English.  Many  have 
survived  for  us  in  the  lead  seals  with  which  so  many  Byzantine  documents 
were  sealed.).  Perhaps  he  hoped  in  this  way  to  assure  the  loyalty  of  a 
potential  rival  to  the  throne. 

Anyway,  on  the  death  of  Leo,  although  Constantine  his  son  had  long  been 
co-emperor,  Artavasdus  decided  to  gain  the  throne  for  himself.  He  had 
strong  support  because  of  the  many  in  the  empire,  particularly  in  the 
church,  who  had  been  alienated  by  Leo's  iconoclasm  whereas  he  himself 
championed  the  uses  of  images  in  worship  (iconoduly);  he  also  was  aided 
by  the  high  military  commands  held  by  his  two  sons.  He  resisted  Con- 
stantine's call  to  help  in  an  expedition  against  the  Arabs,  attacking 
and  destroying  his  brother-in-law's  camp  instead.  Constantine  escaped 
to  Amorium  while  Artavasdus  took  possession  of  the  capitol  and  had  him- 
self proclaimed  emperor  with  his  eldest  son,  Nicephorus,  as  associate 
ruler. 

His  first  act  was  to  restore  the  use  of  icons.  Meanwhile,  Constantine 
consolidated  his  strength  in  Asia  Minor  and  when  Artavasdus  attacked 
him  near  Sardis  (modern  Turkish  village  of  Sart,  nothing  remaining  of 
the  great  Greek  city  above  ground  beyond  a ruined  medieval  castle), 
Constantine  was  victorius.  The  latter  then  left  to  besiege  the  capital. 
Niceta  tried  to  lift  the  siege  for  his  father  but  was  defeated  and  cap- 
tured. Artavasdus  and  his  two  sons  were  publicly  blinded  in  the  old 
Hippodrome  (now  the  Sultan  Ahmet  area  in  modern  Istanbul)  and  imprisoned 

The  Coinage 

For  so  short  a reign  the  surviving  coinage  is  naturally  rare  indeed, 
only  gold  and  silver  pieces  being  known.  Since  Artavasdus  held  the 
capital,  it  was  natural  for  some  coinage  to  be  struck  at  once. 

The  Coins 


For  CONSTANTINOPLE  two  kinds  of  solidus  are  known.  The  first  Artavasdus 
alone  with  a new  legend  on  the  reverse  (as  is  on  the  tremissis).  This 
legend  translates  "May  Jesus  Christ  Conquer"  and  is  ibSHS  XRIS5HS  blCA  . 
The  obverse  legend  with  the  cross  potent  and  CObOB  reads  cTARgahasdos 
MHL5-  For  the  second  solidus  type,  Nicephorus  appears  on  the  reverse 
and  the  legend  ON  NlCbFORHS  mmlsh  A.  (See  illustration  following  page 

To  me  the  semissis,  an  excessively  rare  roin,  has  a personal  interest 
as  it  was  in  the  collection  of  my  old  friend  (and  briefly  an  employer) 
Professor  Thomas  Whittemore,  who  uncovered  the  mosaics  in  Aya  Sofya  in 
Istanbul  over  a number  of  years,  and  it  is  now  in  the  D.  0.  collection. 
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Solidus 


Semissis 


Constantinople  Mint,  Type  2 
Artavasdus  and  Nieephorus 

The  only  known  silver,  the  least  rare  of  all  the  Artavasdus  coins,  was 
the  new  silver  miliaresion  whose  obverse  is  the  Cross  Potent  and  the 
legend  ibSHS  XRIS5HS  blCA  while  the  reverse  carries  only  the  six  line 
legend  AR5  — AHASDO  — SSbICbF—  OROS6C— ©€HbAS—  ius  • 

ROME  issued  two  types  of  solidus  and  a tremissis,  both  in  debased  metals, 
and  all  extremely  rare. 


Solidus,  Rome 

Obv:  Artavasdus,  Rev:  Constantine  V 


The  first  solidus  may  reflect  political  confusion  in  Rome  as  the  re- 
verse bears  a bust  of  Constantine  V and  the  legend  DNO  CONTANTINY. 

The  other  solidus  and  the  tremissis  have  a bust  of  Nieephorus  on  the 
reverse  and  his  legend  DNO  NICIFORO. 

********************************************************************** 


VESPASIAN,  "MAINTAINER  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBERTY" 


"ADSERTORI  LIBERTATIS  PVBLICAE 
S.P.Q.R.",  inside  an  oak  garland, 
is  found  solely  on  a sestertius  of 
Vespasian,  and  is  one  of  this  emper- 
or's rarest  coins.  This  highly 
eulogistic  title  of  "Maintainer  of 
the  Public  Liberty"  was  an  honor 
given  only  to  Vespasian  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  people  of  Rome.  On  the 
obverse  of  this  coin  appears  the 
laureated  head  of  the  emperor  facing 
right  and  has  the  legend  "IMP  CAES 
VESPASIAN  AV6  P M TR  P P P COS  III". 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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ALEXANDRIAN  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutoher Lincoln } Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 

The  coinage  of  Roman  Egypt  (Alexandrian  coins)  is  unique  among  all  of 
the  world's  coinages,  both  ancient  and  modern.  This  was  due  in  part 
from  its  natural  isolation  from  the  rest  of  the  ancient  world,  and  by 
the  fact  that  Egypt  was  the  personal  possession  of  the  emperor  himself, 
rather  than  a part  of  the  Roman  Empire.  This  came  about  when  Caius 
Octavius  formed  a triumvirate  with  Mark  Antony  and  Lepidus,  and  they 
defeated  the  Republican  leaders,  Brutus  and  Cassius,  at  Philippi  in 
42  B.C.  The  victors  divided  the  Roman  world,  but  Lepidus,  with  little 
ability,  soon  disappeared  from  the  political  scene.  Then  in  31  B.C. 
Antony  and  Cleopatra  were  defeated  at  Actium  and  Octavius  was  then 
master  of  the  Roman  world,  including  the  newly  won  Egypt.  The  next 
few  years  Octavius  was  busy  in  reorganizing  the  Roman  government,  in- 
cluding the  constitution,  then  in  27  B.C.  he  was  elected  "Emperor"  and 
given  the  name  of  "Augustus". 

The  four  years  between  his  acquisition  of  Egypt  and  his  election  to 
emperor,  Octavius  used  the  income  from  Egypt  to  further  his  position 
in  Rome  and  he  also  used  the  "corn-supply"  from  Egypt  as  a gift  to 
the  Roman  people,  thus  securing  their  support  and  his  own  popularity. 

In  firm  control  of  Rome  as  emperor,  he  revived  the  old  mint  at  Alex- 
andria and  struck  bronze  coins  based  on  the  Greek  drachma  and  its 
fractions,  with  Greek  legends.  The  output  of  the  Alexandrian  mint 
was  not  permitted  to  circulate  outside  of  Egypt  itself,  thus  preventing 
possible  fluctuations  in  its  value  through  external  influences.  Also, 
foreign  currencies  were  not  permitted  to  circulate  in  Egypt.  Further, 
Egypt  was  not  permitted  to  trade  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  its  only 
export  being  the  grain  sent  to  Rome  and  distributed  by  the  emperor. 

Augustus'  successor,  Ti- 
berius, saw  the  need  for 
coins  of  greater  value  in 
his  Egypt  than  the  small 
bronze  coins  issued  since 
the  beginning  of  the  Roman 
occupation.  It  was  then 
that  tetradrachms  were  re- 
instated, but  not  the  large 
silver  coins  that  were  is- 
sued by  the  Ptolemies  some 
fifty  years  before.  Tiberius  issued  the  new  tetradrachms  in  billon, 
or  base  silver.  The  official  formula  was  to  be  the  equivalent  in  sil- 
ver of  one  Roman  denarius  to  three  equal  parts  of  base  metal,  copper 
or  bronze.  In  actual  practice,  the  tetradrachms  varied  greatly  in 
both  size  and  metallic  content. 

Alexandrian  tetradrachms  were  issued  by  the  emperors  and  sometimes  by 
members  of  his  family,  from  Tiberius  through  Diocletian,  a period  of 
about  three  hundred  years.  Diocletian  finally  discontinued  the  tetra- 
drachms of  Alexandria  in  296  A.D.  and  the  Alexandrian  mint  subsequently 
struck  the  normal  Roman  coinage  with  Latin  inscriptions.  By  the  time 
of  Diocletian's  coinage  reform  the  Egyptian  tetradrachm  contained  on 
the  average  only  about  one  percent  silver,  down  considerable  from  the 
twenty-five  to  thirty  percent  silver  of  the  first  issues  of  Tiberius. 
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Fortunately,  for  the  modern  collect- 
or, the  Alexandrian  mints  output  was 
very  prodigius,  and  too  because  of 
the  ancient  Egyptians  tendency  to 
bury  their  money  for  safekeeping. 
Today  large  hoards  of  these  coins 
are  being  found,  with  about  three 
million  recovered  in  the  last  cen- 
tury alone.  Not  only  are  these 
coins  fairly  common  today,  they  are 
fairly  well  documented  in  Catalogue 
of  Alexandrian  Coins  in  the  Ashmolean 
Museum  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Milne,  and  in 

The  Tetradrachms  of  Roman  Egypt  by  Colonel  James  W.  Curtis.  This  and 
the  relatively  modest  price  for  these  coins  should  make  them  a good 
series  to  collect  and/or  to  invest  in. 


**********************  *********************************************  ***■*•*■* 


JOANNES  I,  ZIMISCES , EMPEROR  OF  CONSTANTINOPLE  969-976 


Joannes  I,  Emperor  of  Constantinople  from  969-976,  was  descended  from 
an  ancient  Armenian  family.  His  surname,  Zimisces,  was  given  to  him 
because  of  his  diminutive  size.  He  came  to  the  throne  through  the  in- 
trigues of  the  Empress  Theophano,  by  the  murder  of  her  husband  Nice- 
phorus.  Zimisces  banished  this  empress  soon  after  his  accession, 
as  he  feared  her  powers.  He  proved  to  be  a great  general  and  on  re- 
turning from  a war  with  the  Arabs,  he  observed  that  the  finest  lands 
and  houses  belonged  to  the  eunuchs.  Basilius,  one  of  the  eunuchs 
and  principal  officer  of  the  royal  household,  was  informed  of  this 
statement  by  the  emperor.  Shortly  after  his  return  to  Constantinople 
in  the  first  part  of  January  of  976,  Zimisces,  it  was  said,  was 
poisoned.  He  died  on  January  10th  of  that  year. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  "SUCHAKRA  VIJAYA" 
TANGKA  OF  TIBET 


Nicholas  G.  Rhodes , Hythe 3 Kent,  England 3 NI  # 927 

In  their  interesting  article  in  the  June  issue  of  NI  BULLETIN  (pp  1 25- 
128),  W.  Bertsch  and  Dr.  K.  Gabrisch  have  given  details  of  two  of  the 
"Miscellaneous  Tangkas"  described  on  p.  2165  of  Krause  & Mishler's 
Stan.dard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  (1986  Edition,  Vol . II).  In  this 
article  I will  describe  the  third  of  these  rare  coins,  the  one  given 
the  reference  C.15,  and  attributed  to  ca.  1840  AD. 


The  inscription,  identical  on  both  sides,  is  in  Tibetan  seal -script 
(1),  often  known  as  "Hor-yig"  (2)  or  "Phags-pa"  (3)  script.  As  is 
often  the  case  with  short  religious  inscriptions  in  Tibet,  the  lang- 
uage is  Sanskrit: 


p-j  EU  Seal -script 

Tibetan 

Rrnr  Sanskri t 


S V i J a.  cj « . 

- which  can  be  translated  as  "The  Victory  of  the  Dharma  (the  Buddhist 
doctrine) " . 

Unfortunately,  I do  not  know  whether  this  mantra  has  any  particular 
significance  for  any  particular  Tibetan  monastery  or  other  authority, 
and  hence  I cannot  tell,  from  the  inscription,  by  whom,  when  or  where 
the  coin  might  have  been  issued  (4).  The  absence  of  an  inscription 
referring  more  particularly  to  the  "Gaden  Palace"  or  to  the  Tibetan 
Government  may  indicate  that  the  piece  was  not  struck  in  Lhasa  under 
the  direct  authority  of  the  Dalai  Lama,  but  even  that  is  uncertain. 
Certainly  the  inscription  shows  it  was  issued  by  a Tibetan  religious 
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authority,  but  since  the  Buddhist  religion  permeates  every  aspect  of 
Tibetan  society,  that  is  of  little  help.  Furthermore,  the  pattern 
around  the  central  circle  appears  on  no  other  Tibetan  or  Nepalese 
coins,  and  provides  no  further  evidence  of  date  or  place  of  issue: 
only  the  outer  border  of  dots,  the  general  fabric,  and  the  script 
confirm  that  it  must  have  been  struck  in  Tibet. 

As  regards  internal  numismatic  evidence,  there  is  little  apart  from 
the  weight  and  fineness  to  go  on.  The  specimen  in  my  own  collection 
(illustrated  in  K&M)  was  roughly  analysed  by  the  Birmingham  Mint  at 
"Less  than  70%  silver",  but  that  could  mean  substantially  less,  per- 
haps nearer  50%.  Certainly  the  piece  has  the  appearance  of  being 
less  fine  than  the  other  early  varieties  of  Tangka  described  by 
Bertsch  and  Gabrisch. 

I have  weighed  7 specimens,  the  weights  in  grammes  being: 

5.6,  5.4(2),  5.3(2),  4.7(2). 

These  weights  are  slightly  heavier  than  those  of  the  Gaden  Tangka  Type 
A,  attributed  to  c.1840  AD,  and  substantially  heavier  than  any  of  the 
post  1880  issues  of  Gaden  Tangkas.  In  fact,  these  weights  are  similar 
to  those  of  the  18th  century  coins  struck  in  Nepal  for  circulation  in 
Tibet,  and  to  the  weights  of  the  pre-1790  Tibetan  coins  described  by 
Bertsch  and  Gabrisch.  The  poor  alloy,  however,  points  to  a later 
date  of  issue,  perhaps  around  the  period  of  issue  of  the  Kong-par 
Tangka  C60.2,  which  is  similar  in  weight,  fabric  and  alloy,  and  may 
have  been  struck  about  the  1820's. 

As  regards  provenance , most  known  specimens  have  turned  up  in  Nepal 
since  1964.  One  example  appeared  with  Tibetan  refugees  in  Ladakh, 
but  none  are  to  be  found  in  early  European  collections.  No  useful 
information  can,  therefore,  be  deduced  from  these  provenances. 

In  conclusion,  therefore,  very  little  can  be  said  about  this  coin. 

The  fabric  appears  to  date  it  to  the  first  half  of  the  18th  century, 
but  neither  the  inscription  nor  the  design  give  any  more  detailed 
indication  of  the  time  or  place  of  issue.  Perhaps  someone  more 
familiar  with  Tibetan  mantras  can  glean  more  information  from  the 
inscription  than  I can? 


Notes : 

(1)  This  is  the  only  Tibetan  coin  using  this  script,  although 
several  of  the  banknotes  have  inscriptions  in  this  seal-script. 
For  examples  of  Tibetan  seals  using  this  alphabet,  c.f.  Dieter 
Schuh,  "Grundlagen  tibetische  Siegelkunde" , Sankt  Augustin,  1981. 

(2)  The  script  was  apparently  invented  by  the  Sakya  Pandita  (1182- 
1251),  who  presented  it  to  the  Mongols;  having  conquered  much 
of  Asia,  they  were  only  just  seeking  ways  of  writing  their 
language. 

(3)  After  the  death  of  Sakya  Pandita,  his  nephew  Phags-pa  became 
chaplain  to  Kublai  Khan,  and  in  1269  this  Tibetan  script  was 
accepted  for  official  documents  in  China.  Indeed,  during  the 
period  of  the  Mongol  Dynasty,  a few  Chinese  coins  are  known 
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using  this  alphabet  to  transcribe  the  Chinese  language,  e.g. 
the  large  10  cash  issued  by  the  Ta  Yuan  Emperor  in  1310  AD  - 
Schjoth  No.  1099. 

(4)  Although  the  origins  of  the  script  can  be  traced  back  to  Sakya, 
it  was  subsequently  used  throughout  Tibet,  usually  only  on 
seals,  so  there  is  no  reason  to  postulate  a connection  between 
this  coin  and  the  Sakya  Monastery. 

************************* ************ ****************** ************** 


A CONSECRATION  MEDAL  FOR  VESPASIAN 

When  Titus  became  Emperor  of  Rome 
he  ordered  minted  a consecration 
medal  for  his  deceased  father,  Ves- 
pasian. The  medal  was  modeled  after 
the  one  issued  by  Tiberius  to  honor 
his  mother's  second  husband  and 
first  Roman  Emperor,  Augustus.  The 
medal  differs  from  that  of  Tiberius 
in  that  Vespasian  is  bare-headed 
and  not  radiated,  and  holds  a small 
figure  of  victory  rather  than  an 
olive  branch.  And  too,  one  of  the 
four  elephant  drivers  has  a staff, 
and  another  holds  out  a wreath. 
However,  in  workmanship  the  Vespasian  medal  is  far  superior  to  that  of 
Augustus.  The  inscription  is  "DIVO  AVG(usto)  VESP(asiano)"  and 
"S  P 0 R"  (the  Senate  and  the  People  of  Rome)  is  used  in  place  of  the 
usual  "S.C."  (with  the  consent  of  the  Senate). 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 
"COLTS"  COINAGE  OF  CORINTH 


In  ancient  times  the  coins  of  Corinth  and  her  colonies  were  known  as 
"Colts".  This  nickname  was  derived  from  the  flying  Pegasus  on  the 
obverse  of  their  coins.  The  older  Corinthian  coins  have  the  archaic 
kappa  under  Pegasus,  while  the  coins  of  the  coonies  are  denoted  by 
other  letters  obvious  to  their  name.  The  reverse  of  these  "Colts" 
shows  the  goddess  Athena  wearing  a Corinthian  helmet.  According  to 
mythology,  Pegasus  was  tamed  at  Corinth  by  Bellerophon  aided  by  Athena. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

W.  W.  Neal,  7942  Anchor  Bay  Drive,  Fair  Haven,  Michigan  48023: 
Retirement  necessitates  my  parting  with  NI  BULLETINS  years  1974  through 
1985.  Write  if  interested. 

J.  Alma  Ott,  P.  0.  Box  741,  Provo,  Utah  84603-0741:  I am  interested 

in  corresponding  with  anyone  interested' in  coinage  from  Potosi  (1575- 
1810)  and  Argentine  coinage  (1813  to  present).  I seek  information 
for  a book  about  Argentine  history  and  the  coinage  going  on  at  the 
time  in  history  that  I am  writing  about.  Of  very  special  interest  is 
KM  #14.1  vs.  KM  #14.2.  Is  there  two  (or  more)  varieties  of  the  Argen- 
tine 8 Reales  1815F  "Provi cias"  error,  or  is  14.2  a misprint  of  the 
1815F  "Prorvincias"  error?  Thanks! 

David  Block,  P.  0.  Box  12473,  Gainesville,  Fla.  32602:  Request  a 

translation  of  the  following  legends  from  a Danish  medal  (Bramsen 
2157):  FIENDENS  0VERMAGT  TILBAGDRAVEN/  KI0BENHAVN  D:2  APRIL  1801 

and  GUD  AG  DEN  RETFAERDIGE  SAG. 

Eli  A.  Homza,  308  Scene  Ridge  Road,  McKeesport,  PA  15133:  Found  - 

FRANCE  5-centime  coin  date  error  "900"  listed  in  Deluxe  Edition 
S.C.W.C.  (Vol.I,  page  636,  Y-60)  in  VF  and  under  steroscope  looks 
genuine.  "Trade"  anyone?  Know  it's  value? 

Fox  & Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Wanted  - 

Information  for  future  book  on  Cambodia  coinage,  other  than  the 
wonderful  works  of  H.  Roland  (France),  Joe  Cribb  (England)  and  Charles 
Panish  (America).  Cribb  and  Panish,  the  best  on  the  market.  Variety 
errors,  die  cracks,  double  hubs,  brockage,  etc.  - coins  or  photos 
mostly. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

********************************************************************* 


A COIN  FOR  TRANQUILITY  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT 

The  tranquility  of  the  government  of  the  Roman 
Empire  is  ascribed  to  on  the  reverse  of  a small 
bronze  coin  of  Licinius  the  younger.  The  coin, 
struck  between  A.D.  317  and  323,  has  the  legend 
"BEATA  TRANQVILLITAS" . In  the  center  of  the 
coin  is  a celestial  glove  atop  a cippus  that 
is  inscribed  "V0TIS  XX".  This  was  the  first 
occurence  of  this  legend  which  afterwards  ap- 
peared on  coins  of  Crispus  and  other  family  members  of  Constantine 
the  Great. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
24 


